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Gentlemen:

To you, with whom 1 have worked these many %mmwm in
sympathy and mutual confidence, it is unnecessary that I should
protest my, devotion to this oossﬁw%.,ﬁrwas I coriginally sought

not only -a2s a place in which to make'a living but as a home in

-whose air of freedom, buoyancy and generosity, my spirit could

)

“breathe and my art eculd develop and flower., 1o some of vou it
. 3 ¢ ¥

is knewn that as a youth while still living in Germany, the land
ef my birth, 1 disapproved of the autocracy of its govermment
and combatted the growing spirit of militariem. In the @nmwwmﬂ
of a century 1 have lived in Chicago, my dearest hopes have been
fulfilled. I have come to love the United States as my native
land, to cherish her HsmnFCﬁucmm.vﬁo identify myself with her
cause and to regard myself as one of her dutiful and grateful
sons. ﬁ%,gm<0ﬁuos to and love for this ao:daw% I count among
the finest assets of my inner self. TFrom the beginning of this
awful war, and long before this country bhecame a belligerent, 1
felt and said freely that Germany was in the wrong and should
be defeated and no one who Y¥nows me has ever cuestioned the
sincerity of my then views, which, since April 6, 1917, have
become with me, as with all Americans, the most profound convie=-
tions of my soul. I do not hesitate te classify myself as Amer-
ican, becsuse all who know me are aware that &t heart, in thought
and in spirit, as well as in actioniand in deed, I am Jmerican,
Just as willing as any patriot to give my last drep of blecod and
my last penny for the land of my adeption z2rd of my affections.
While all this has been knewn to yeu, it unhappily is
true that because my primary interest hawm beenrn artistic and not
political, I omitted the step which would have given legal ef=-
feet to what was a spiritual accomplishment and did net take out

my second papers and become before the law an American citizen,
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and so now when most of all I wish to feel myself a part of this
great republic in its struggle to make the world free from the
menace of recurring wars, 1 find myself technically--almost, 1
would say, ironically--styled, "Alien Enemy". ¥For this, I know,
I have no one to blame but myself, and it is I who must atone.
However deeply 1 may feel my heart throb with love of this country,
hewever ardently I may long to serve her, however sure may be
your cenfidence in me-~and it has been too often expressed to
admit of gquestion=--it remains true that many of the musiec~loving
public to whom oSW|caowmmwwm must appeal

or unwilling to know the sentiments of my heart or to distinguish

renaperhaps. it s existence-musidepend, are unable

between those who are Alien ILnemies from conviction and choice

1o

and one whose greatest grief it is to be so class .

. There has never been a moment when I have consciously
{44 ﬂ +4 : T g
put my own,

¥

m%wwﬁwosw above dwm.smwwmam of the orchestra to whose
service I have given ﬂsmsﬂ%sﬁawMV%mm%m of my life and now, after
careful self-searching, 1 have come to the painful conclusion
that the best interests of that orchestra and of your association
demand that I withdraw from my position as eonductor until the
day comes, for which 1 earnestly hope, when papers of full citi~
zenship can be issued to me and make me before the law, as I am
in gpirit, an American Citizen. I firmly believe that my with-
drawal will afford a solution of the problems now confronting
you znd will tend to relieve a delicate and vexing situation.
I have, therefore, respectfully to request that you éwww relieve
me of the duties of conductor until that happier dsy shall dawn.
Let me say in conclusion that it is impossible for me
to express adequately my gratitude for the support and encourage-
ment given me through all these y®ars by the Trustees and members

of our aAgssociation and the music~-loving publiec in general, and to

express the hope that the same consideration will be bestowed



upon my successor.

To the Trustees of The Orchestral Association,
Orchestra Hall,

Chieago, Illinois.



